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This bibliometric review covers the scientific production with or about the reper-
tory grid technique (RGT; Kelly, 1955/1991) between 1998 and 2007. An
analysis of previous reviews suggests the need for a more careful and broad
process of bibliographic research. With this aim, 24 bibliographic sources were
used to cover a wide range of specialties. We began by drawing up an explicit
protocol in which the research terms were detailed. Then we consulted the biblio-
graphic sources, taking into account a specification of inclusion and exclusion
criteria. As a result of this process, 973 references were obtained: 468 journal
papers, 335 book chapters, 108 doctoral theses, and 62 books. The review also
evaluates the types of documents found, the evolution of the number of works
published, the repertory grid’s fields of application, and the degree of openness
to other disciplines. The most relevant authors, their affiliations, countries, and
the publication language are also revealed in this article, as well as the major
journals contributing to dissemination of the work done with this technique.

Since Kelly (1955/1991) created his personal construct theory
(PCT), the repertory grid technique (RGT) has been the most
well-known instrument used not only by researchers and practi-
tioners within PCT but also across a variety of disciplines and ap-
proaches (e.g., Anderson, 1990; Baxter, Schröder, & Bower, 1998;
Coakes, 1999; Feixas & Saúl, 2004; Fransella & Dalton, 1990).
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This can be concluded from the various systematic reviews that
have been conducted on the RGT. In his doctoral dissertation,
which later appeared in the format of a book and a book chapter,
Neimeyer (1983, 1985) conducted a study using both bibliometric
and sociohistorical methods to elaborate a model of the develop-
ment of the group of scientists and professionals forming the per-
sonal construct movement. He also participated in a subsequent
bibliometric review (Neimeyer, Baker, & Neimeyer, 1990). Since
then, other authors have taken on the task of assessing the state
of the art of PCT and the RGT, its most prominent tool. Some of
these studies were bibliometric reviews detailing the number of
published works (Luque, Rodrı́guez, & Camacho, 1999; Martı́nez,
2005; Ortega, 2007), whereas others offered general information
regarding the use of the technique over a given period of time
(Fransella, 2004, 2005). Each of these reviews applied a differ-
ent search methodology in finding the primary documents on the
grid technique (see Table 1).

The work published by Neimeyer et al. (1990) is of special
significance, as it reviews the scope and evolution of the publi-
cations regarding PCT from the 1950s through 1987, presenting
the specific works that used or dealt with the RGT. It is an exhaus-
tive bibliometric review that clearly specifies the search sources.
Of the 1,678 works found regarding PCT, 984 focus in one way or
another on the RGT.

In the present work, we try to portray a more recent picture
of the status of the RGT using bibliometric analysis. We wonder
whether so long after its creation the RGT is still being used, to
what extent and in what kind of applications and fields. For this,
a systematic review has been conducted, describing the methods
used to locate, compile, and thoroughly analyze the information
derived from the bibliographic sources (Letelier, Manrı́quez, &
Rada, 2005; Martı́n, Garcés, & Seoane, 2006). This analysis also
provides information about the most important authors, coun-
tries in which the RGT is being used, the types of documents
found, the study themes, and the different languages in which
these studies have been published. Another important aspect of
this work is the creation of a search protocol and information sys-
temization so as to clearly describe the review methodology and
permit its replication or update.
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Our review is based on the 10-year time period from 1998
to 2007, with the understanding that the previous periods were
already evaluated by Neimeyer et al. (1990; from 1953 to 1987)
and Luque et al. (1999; from 1987 to 1997).

Method

Procedure

The search terms, sources consulted, search result combinations,
and criterion specifications for inclusion and exclusion will be de-
tailed hereafter.

SEARCH TERMS
The descriptor repertory grid was used in the international

databases (DBs), and rejilla for Spanish-language DBs, in TI (ti-
tle), KW (keywords), or AB (abstract). However, in some DBs, be-
cause of the search options provided, the search included default
additional fields. For example, in the case of Wiley, the search in-
cluded the full text. The results yielded in each search were then
carefully checked for exclusion of items not referring to the RGT.

TIME PERIOD
The established time period was from January 1998 through

December 2007, both inclusive.

SOURCES CONSULTED
General databases. In order to avoid skewing the bibliographic

search, we did not limit the search to one single DB; instead,
we included 23 (see Table 2). The items selected included not
only articles but also books, book chapters, and doctoral theses.
These types of references may have limited inclusion in DBs such
as PsycINFO. At the same time, available DBs of languages other
than English were also included in order to avoid the Anglo-
Saxon slant that occurs in some of studies (Ruiz-Perez, Delgado,
& Jiménez-Contreras, 2006).

The use of multidisciplinary DBs was necessary as the objec-
tive was to locate information from all fields using the RGT.

The 23 DBs have been classified taking into account the
following criteria: themes (PsycINFO, PubMed, ERIC, SocIndex,
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TABLE 2 Sources Used and Their Contribution to the Total of References
Found (1998–2007)

% of Specific % Specific
Sources (24) Items total referencesa contribution

Academic Search
Premier

142 14.59 5 0.51

Article Finder 125 12.85 1 0.10
COPAC 25 2.57 14 1.44
DIALNET 15 1.54 8 0.82
EJS E-Journal 235 24.15 10 1.03
ERIC 33 3.39 1 0.10
Google Books 345 35.46 307 31.55
HighWire 19 1.95 3 0.31
Informaworld 76 7.81 1 0.10
ISOC 15 1.54 2 0.21
Journal PCT&Pb 52 5.34 42 4.32
ProQuestc 166 17.06 42 4.32
PSICODOC 21 2.16 6 0.62
PsycINFO 223 22.92 41 4.21
PsyCONTENS 23 2.36 18 1.85
PubMed 58 5.96 0 0.00
Rebiun 5 0.51 4 0.41
Science Direct 36 3.70 0 0.00
Scopus 263 27.03 13 1.34
Social Work Abstract 2 0.21 0 0.00
SocIndex 39 4.01 3 0.31
Wiley 60 6.17 14 1.44
WorldCat 128 13.16 19 1.95
WoS 222 22.82 11 1.13

Gross total 2,328

Total excluding
duplicated references

973

aRefers to those references found only in the source listed (they were not included in
any other source).

bAlthough the electronic journal Personal Construct Theory & Practice is not a database,
it publishes a great number of articles related to the repertory grid technique
(http://www.pcp-net.org/journal/).

cProQuest includes the following databases: ABI/INFORM, ProQuest Dissertations &
Theses Database, and Academic Research Library.

Social Work Abstract, and ABI/INFORM and PSICODOC), mul-
tidisciplinary (WoS, Scopus, Academic Search Premier, ProQuest
Dissertations & Theses Database, Academic Research Library, EB-
SCOHost EJS, Article Finder, DiALNET, and CSIC), publishers
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(Wiley Interscience of Wiley-Blackwell, Informaworld of Taylor &
Francis, Science Direct of Elsevier, and PsyCONTENT of Hogrefe
Verlag & Huber Publishers), repositories (HighWire of Stanford
University), and collective catalogs (WorldCat [world], COPAC
[United Kingdom], and REBIUN [Spain]). We also searched in
Google Books, but only for those books that were available for in-
spection of their contents. For those, each book or book chapter
was checked to make sure it included the RGT.

Manual search. The journal Personal Construct Theory & Practice
was searched manually as it is not indexed in any DB. The com-
plete text of each article was accessed, and a manual search for
the descriptor repertory grid was made, using information provided
in the website http://www.pcp-net.org/journal/.

Books or chapters arising from personal construct conferences. Those
books or chapters which met our inclusion criteria (e.g., dates)
were also included. For this purpose, we consulted the follow-
ing two links: http://www.pcp-net.de/info/conferences.html and
http://www.pcp-net.de/info/books.html#Conference.

COMBINATION OF THE SEARCH RESULTS
The next phase of the process involved eliminating dupli-

cates, selecting the most informative reference in each case, and
completing it with those details offered by the other DBs. Articles
that were not relevant to the study were eliminated (i.e., those
that were selected by the search but had no relation to the RGT).
A DB was created for the study in order to more comfortably ana-
lyze each individual record, along with a spread sheet to quantify
the results.

INCLUSION AND EXCLUSION CRITERIA
Journal publications. For this study, only empirical research,

theoretical, and review articles were selected.

Nonjournal publications. We included doctoral theses—this
type of grey literature was selected so as to avoid “publication
skewing”—following the directives of the evidence-based reviews
(Martı́n et al., 2006). We also included books and book chapters.
This document type was handled in the most thorough manner,
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performing a manual review of each book found. For this pur-
pose, the following directives were followed: For edited books,
each of the chapters in which “repertory grid” appeared was ref-
erenced and, when three or more chapters were found from the
same book, the complete book was also included. For books writ-
ten by one or more authors with only one or two chapters refer-
ring to RGT, only those chapters were cited and not the complete
book. If the entire book dealt with RGT, the complete book was
referenced and not the independent chapters.

Language. There were no language restrictions made.

Information Analysis

All the data gathered were analyzed by a team of three individuals,
one of them an expert in documentation (Alexis Moreno-Pulido)
and the other two in psychology (Luis Angel Saúl and M. Angeles
López-González). All doubts were resolved on a consensual basis
by the team.

In chronological order, four different phases can be deter-
mined in this review: the initial phase of systematic and manual
searching, a result verification phase, a phase of replication, and
a final phase of data analysis and writing.

INITIAL PHASE: SYSTEMATIC AND MANUAL SEARCH
The search was done in the previously cited DBs during April

2008.

SECOND PHASE: MANUAL DATA VERIFICATION
Each of the references was verified to eliminate false posi-

tives. Further, categories of analysis were created in conformance
with the following fields:

Bibliographic information. This consisted of reference number
(number used to uniquely identify each article), DB (the most
informative DB was indicated, also indicating when the same
work appeared in other DBs), duplicates and recount (the
existence or lack of duplicates and a recount of the number of
DBs that include the work), complete text (field design stating
whether it is possible to attain the complete text), document
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type (journals, doctoral theses, books, or chapters), author(s)
(name of number of each), year of publication, country(ies)
participating in the study, language, journal type, inves-
tigation center, ISSN, keyword, publisher, and place of
publication.

Study types. In accordance with the American Psychologi-
cal Association (2010) article types, the studies were classified
into the following types: theoretical, review, and empirical. The-
oretical studies have the objective of advancing their theoreti-
cal assumptions, reviews are critical evaluations of already pub-
lished materials, and empirical studies present experimental
research.

Study area or thematic classification. To determine the theme of
each work regarding the RGT, both article content and author af-
filiations were considered. A classification was created based on
the distinct areas of study, such as psychology, health sciences,
computer science, engineering, business management, tourism,
religion, environment, arts, sports, agriculture, and education.
Within the studies created by psychologists, the following differ-
entiations were made: (a) basic psychological processes, (b) per-
sonality psychology, (c) psychological assessment, (d) psychologi-
cal treatment (psychological intervention in the area of health, in
psychological disorders, personal growth therapy, etc.), (e) edu-
cational psychology, and (f) social and organizational psychology.

THIRD PHASE: RESULT REPLICATION
The DBs have a delay period for publication inclusion. There-

fore, the search was repeated several months later with the goal of
recovering entries that may have been incorporated into the DB at
a later date. In order to gain optimal results, two controls were es-
tablished. In the first, the filtered articles were compared with the
original search to determine whether any erroneous elimination
had occurred. In the second, the search was repeated 6 months
later (in October 2008) in order to compare results with the pre-
vious data and to add any entries that were incorporated following
the initial search. For further support, the bibliographic manage-
ment computer programs Refworks and EndNote X2 were used,
and the DB was compiled using File Maker Pro Advanced 8.
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FINAL PHASE: DATA ANALYSIS AND WRITING
Once all of the data of interest were determined, a frequency

count was made of the titles, authors, study types, and other bib-
liometric information.

Results

Sources

A total of 2,328 items were collected from 24 documentation
sources, 23 of which are DBs and the other a specialized electronic
journal. In order to determine the total number of unique refer-
ences, repetitions were discarded, obtaining a total count of 973
(the list can be viewed at http://www.usal.es/tcp/review.htm).
The use of these multiple sources allowed for the study of their
individual contribution in relation to the total number of refer-
ences to the RGT literature found in this period (see Table 2).

Of the 973 references found, 563 (57.86%) were provided
only by one source, and 410 (42.13%) appeared in more than
one source, with the most frequent cases being that the dupli-
cated item appeared in two, three, or four sources. It is worth not-
ing that some sources did not provide any additional reference
to those included by other sources. For example, some 58 items
were found using PubMed, with none of these being unique to
this source, and the same occurred with Social Work Abstract and
Science Direct.

The specific references found in each source may be related
to the type of documents included in them, which was found
to be primarily influenced by their origin (country) and theme.
For example, from ProQuest 166 references were obtained, 42 of
which were unique to this source, and of these unique references,
83.33% (35 works) were doctoral theses. Taking into considera-
tion that a total of 108 doctoral theses were found, the importance
of this source is evident, given that it offered 32.4% of the total of
theses. The references specified by the COPAC, WorldCat, High-
Wire, and Google Books DBs were, for the most part, books or
chapters. The 18 references specified by PsyCONTENTS, a DB
from Germany, were primarily works in the German language.
Also, from the Spanish language sources (PSICODOC, REBIUN,
DIALNET, and ISOC), some 20 specific references were found.
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TABLE 3 Studies Not Contained in the PsycINFO Database

Articles Total

Psychological 134
Nonpsychological 170
Book chapters 315
Books 59
Doctoral theses 72
Total 750

It is relevant to evaluate the information provided by
PsycINFO, as this is the source that is most routinely used among
psychology professionals and students. It contributed 43 specific
references (of which 18 were journal articles). But it is possible
to quantify the number of references that would not have been
found if our search were conducted using PsycINFO as the only
source: some 750 works, a loss of 77.08% of the total works found
(see Table 3).

Document Types and Their Evolution Across Time

Of the total 973 works found, 468 (48.10%) were journal articles,
335 (34.43%) book chapters, 108 (11.10%) doctoral theses, and
62 (6.37%) books. The distribution of these references across the
10 years covered in the review can be seen in Figure 1.

Because of their relevance and preponderance among the
references found, we will pay particular attention to journal ar-
ticles, the majority of which (386) were empirical works and, of
these, 209 in the psychology area. Many of these studies used the
RGT as an assessment instrument to determine some cognitive
characteristics of participants (individuals suffering from depres-
sion, social phobias, schizophrenia, anxiety, etc.) or to evaluate
the effect of an intervention.

Of the theoretical works found in the journal articles, the ma-
jority (64) were methodological variations on the analysis of the
RGT. As for the 18 reviews, only two were bibliometric reviews of
the RGT; the rest were reviews of other areas. Four of them dealt
with nonpsychological themes, and of the 12 remaining reviews,
two were systematic reviews of the effectiveness of personal con-
struct psychotherapy.



122 L. A. Saúl et al.

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Articles 50 43 57 47 50 42 50 45 37 47

Chapters 22 27 48 23 23 57 26 43 39 27

Books 8 10 8 3 6 6 10 5 4 2

Theses 21 15 13 13 9 12 7 5 7 6

TOTAL 101 95 126 86 88 117 93 98 87 82
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FIGURE 1 Evolution of the studies regarding the repertory grid (color figure
available online).

To study the distribution of these articles across journals, we
took into account title changes in those journals (see Table 4). In
cases involving publication name changes, they were dealt with by
taking both names as one single journal.

The 468 articles correspond to as many as 315 differ-
ent journals, including the Journal of Constructivist Psychology

TABLE 4 Journals That Have Modified Their Names over the Period
1998–2007 and Number of Items Found

Total number of
Previous name + Current name = items found

British Journal of
Medical Psychology

3 Psychology and
Psychotherapy: Theory,
Research and Practice

3 6

Journal of Management
in Medicine

2 Journal of Health
Organization and
Management

3 5

Psychologische Beitrage 3 Psychology Science Quarterly 1 4
Psychotherapie

Psychosomatik
Medizinische
Psychologie

1 PPmP: Psychotherapie
Psychosomatik
Medizinische Psychologie

2 3
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(36 publications); Food Quality & Preference (eight); Psychology and
Psychotherapy: Theory, Research, and Practice (six); and Journal of
Health Organization and Management, Psikhologicheskii Zhurnal , and
Revista de Psicoterapia (five each).

According to their content, journal articles were classified
into psychology (262 articles) and other areas (206 articles) across
17 different disciplines (see Table 5).

Looking in more detail at those articles published in psychol-
ogy journals, we distinguished 146 in the area of psychological
assessment, 64 in educational psychology, 44 in social and organi-
zational psychology, 29 in the area of psychological treatments, 19
in the area of personality psychology, and eight as related to basic
psychological processes (see Table 6).

In Figure 1, an interesting peak can be observed with respect
to books and book chapters around the years 2003 and 2000. For
2003, 57 chapters were found regarding the RGT, of which 50.87%
were found in three books: 15 from the International Handbook of
Personal Construct Psychology, edited by Fay Fransella (2003), with
a total of 44 chapters; 10 from Psychological Constructivism and the

TABLE 5 Topics of Journal Articles Including the RGT
Outside the Psychology Field (1998–2007)

Topic Items found

Health 55
Computer science 36
Marketing 33
Business administration 26
Engineering 13
Tourism 13
Art 4
Environment 4
Economics 4
Agriculture 4
Education 3
Politics 3
Social work 3
Religion 2
Aeronautics 1
Library science 1
Sports 1
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TABLE 6 Distribution of Psychological Articles

Psychology field Total

Basic processes 8
Clinical 147

Personality (19)
Psychological evaluation (98)
Treatment (30)

Social and organizational 45
Educational 65

Social World, edited by Gabriele Chiari and Maria Laura Nuzzo
(2003); and four from Personal Construct Perspectives on Forensic Psy-
chology, edited by James Horley (2003). The peak of the year 2000
comes from the large number of works using the RGT published
in two books (Fisher & Cornelius, 2000; Scheer, 2000) that contain
papers presented at two international personal construct confer-
ences (Berlin, 1999; Malta, 2000).

Authors

In order to avoid false positives or omissions due to the use of ini-
tials in the author count, we found and recorded the complete
names of each of the authors and their institutional affiliation.
To accomplish this, we consulted the complete texts of the pub-
lications, in Scholar Universe (http://www.scholaruniverse.com)
or through one of the following sources: PsycINFO, Academic
Search Premier, ProQuest, WoS (only for affiliations), and Google
Books (book cover, introduction, and back cover). In cases of
doubt, institutional websites and personal web pages were con-
sulted. Of all of the authors cited in this review, those who
stand out, based on number of publications (see Table 7),
are the Spanish psychologist Guillem Feixas (University of
Barcelona), British authors David A. Winter (University of Hert-
fordshire) and Fay Fransella (founder of the Centre for Per-
sonal Construct Psychology), Australian Richard C. Bell (Uni-
versity of Melbourne), German authors Burghard F. Klapp and
Frank Schoeneich (Clinic of Internal Medicine–Psychosomatics
CCM, Charité–Universitätsmedizin, Berlin), and North American
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TABLE 7 List of Most Productive Authors

Author Articles Books Chapters Theses Total

Feixas, Guillem 15 2 4 0 21
Fransella, Fay 0 3 13 0 16
Winter, David A. 6 0 8 0 14
Bell, Richard C. 8 1 4 0 13
Neimeyer, Robert A. 5 1 4 0 10
Neimeyer, Greg J. 7 1 1 0 9
Böker, Heinz 6 0 1 0 7
Castro-Sánchez, J. J. 3 0 4 0 7
Saúl, Luis Ángel 5 0 1 1 7
Wright, Robert Philip 4 2 1 0 7

authors Robert A. Neimeyer (University of Memphis) and Greg J.
Neimeyer (University of Florida).

Over the 10 years studied, the 468 journal articles were
written by some 1,074 authors, representing a coauthor index
(1,074/468) of 2.29. In comparison, in the studies of the FECYT
(Spanish Foundation for Science and Technology), a progressive
increase has been perceived in the coauthor index over the years,
reaching 4.69 in men and 5.36 in women in 2007 (Moya-Anegón
et al., 2009). As an additional datum, the percentage of articles
published with one or more coauthors was 68.37%.

Countries

Authors of these references represent 38 countries across the
world. This number was calculated by taking into account the af-
filiations of each of the authors in each document. Result show
that 64.85% of the RGT authors hailed from the United King-
dom, followed by the United States (35.15%), Germany (21.79%),
Spain (14.80%), Australia (13.16%), Canada (7.61%), China
(5.34%), Italy (3.49%), Switzerland (3.39%), Russia (2.47%),
Holland (2.36%), New Zealand (2.16%), and Sweden (2.16%).
The index of internationalization (or the index of interna-
tional collaboration) has been calculated, determining the open-
ness or isolation of different scientific communities between dif-
ferent countries (see Figure 2). Of the 865 total documents
(excluding theses), 79 of the works were collaborations between
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FIGURE 2 Collaboration between countries in publications regarding the
repertory grid technique. Publications regarding the repertory grid technique
by coauthors from two countries are represented with lines (72 documents).
Those by coauthors from three countries are indicated by triangles (SIS docu-
ments). One single publication by coauthors from four countries (Sweden, the
United Kingdom, the United States, and Italy) is not marked in Figure 1.

authors from at least two different countries, a total of 9.13% of
the publications.

Language

Publications were written in 13 different languages, with English
(86.95%) standing out from the rest. Works were also found
in German (6.27%), Spanish (4.32%), Italian (0.62%), Russian
(0.51%), and French (0.31%), among others.

Discussion and Conclusions

Fifty years after its creation, the use of the RGT remains strong,
despite the large number of existing evaluation instruments, with
an average outlet of 94.2 works per year in the 10-year period
studied (see Figure 1). This work continued the historical line
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of reviews begun by previous researchers (e.g., Neimeyer, 1983);
however, the documentary sources and analysis type employed
make comparison between those studies difficult. Whereas the
review by Neimeyer and colleagues (1990) included works from
the beginning of the development of the RGT until 1987, the
sources we used were limited to Psychlit and manual searches
of the Clearinghouse for Personal Construct Research, books regard-
ing personal constructs, and specialized journals. This review was
later continued by Luque et al. (1999), who tackled the period
of 1987–1997. Their search procedure was restricted to the use
of three sources: PsycINFO, MedLine, and PSICODOC, from the
Spanish Association of Psychologists. In the current review, we
continued this chronological sequence, covering the years be-
tween 1998 and 2007. Without taking into account the method-
ological differences of these three reviews, the overall number of
repertory grid references until the year 2007 exceeds 2,000 items.
However, the present work has shown that the increase in doc-
umentation sources may produce even greater numbers. There-
fore, it would be informative to conduct another review covering
the time period from RGT’s creation until the present using all of
the sources available today.

Overall, the relevance of the RGT is apparent, and looking at
the decade of this study, certain aspects stand out. It is evident that
in the 50 years since its creation, the technique has not been dis-
missed; rather, the number of published works proves its contin-
ued strength. Over the last decade, some 100 annual works have
been created, despite the fact that this is not a simple assessment
technique to use, due to the skills and training required for its
administration and the time necessary for its application (approx-
imately 1 hr per evaluated subject). Also, repertory grid analysis
is much more complex than other assessment tools. Its contin-
ued use has been enhanced possibly in part by the development
of computer programs that ease and speed up the data analysis
process. Nevertheless, in the global context of a psychological lit-
erature that is continuously growing, the pattern of repertory grid
publications seems to be at a standstill. Future years can be de-
cisive for the consolidation of the RGT as a viable scientific and
practical instrument.

From the results of this study, the apparent decrease in doc-
toral studies over the 10 years could be explained by the increased
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impact of the time delay in the sources’ collection of these sorts
of documents. The relevance of the RGT becomes apparent when
looking at the number of authors, collaborations between coun-
tries, different journals in which it is published, and above all, the
large variety in themes and disciplines in which it has been used.

Methodologically, this review combines a systematic analysis
of the information from a large range of sources, with the man-
ual examination of specialized books and journals. The systematic
analysis has been made possible by the evolution of information
and communication technologies and the development of new
software programs, given that currently, many sources allow on-
line consultations. It has also benefitted from the ease of use of
this information through reference management software (e.g.,
RefWorks, EndNote, and ProCite). The use of Google Books, the
largest reference bank of books, can be considered an innovation.
Still, as the books available in this source vary with time as a func-
tion of the agreements Google signs with publishing companies,
our search conducted in 2009 might provide different results to-
day. Certainly, it is underused in scientific reviews, but our study
proves its relevance (more than 300 references would be missing
if we had not used Google Books). In addition to these aspects,
other contributions reflect the importance of the present work:

• The utility of performing reviews using a large number of docu-
mentary sources is demonstrated. The use of a small number of
sources may result in a considerable loss of works.

• Clarification of the review protocol can assist other researchers
having similar objectives (in this or other areas).

• This work attempts to overcome one of the most common biases
found in reviews, the Anglo-Saxon bias. The large majority of
sources are created in Anglo-Saxon countries, where the major-
ity of the journals are in English. This bias has been dealt with by
including sources in Spanish and German, and with the accep-
tance of works published in any language, without restrictions.
Still, our review might have neglected references from other lan-
guages. Further studies should try to cope with this difficulty.

• Thanks to the resources of the library of the Universidad
Nacional de Eduación a Distancia and the free resources of
the web, some 400 complete text works (journal articles and
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doctoral theses) have been collected, allowing for the creation
of a resource repository to serve future research.

Some of the more important difficulties incurred in the treatment
of the data obtained from the different sources detailed above
were these:

• First and foremost, the appearance of many duplicated refer-
ences, as a result of the use of a variety of sources.

• The use of double surnames for many researchers in their publi-
cations, which in some sources were listed in different manners,
using the first surname, the second, both, or even inverting the
first and last names. There were also discrepancies in the use
of last names having dieresis. Therefore, it was necessary to per-
form a careful review of each of these aspects before proceeding
with the bibliometric count.

• Delay of inclusion of a publication in the sources. There is a
temporary delay of the inclusion of a study, from the time of its
publication to the time it appears in the sources; this period may
reach up to 6 months. It is advisable that reviews do not include
the current year and, as was done in this study, that the search
be repeated 6 months later in order to recover any entries in-
corporated at a later date.

• All of the sources should include information regarding author
affiliation. With regard to this, a great variability and discrep-
ancy were found.

Despite the meticulous efforts made, one must be conscious
of the limitations of this work. For example, the search strategy
excludes works that could be included in the theme to be stud-
ied. Those studies that used the RGT but do not include the term
repertory grid or rejilla in the title, abstract, or keywords could not
be found. Therefore, it would be advisable to use complementary
search expressions in order to achieve a greater number of perti-
nent works. Although we have added search terms in Spanish to
the English ones, many other languages might not be well repre-
sented in our review, especially if they do not have an abstract in
English. Also, this review does not include conference presenta-
tions (or books that are proceedings), blog entries, or other infor-
mation posted on the Internet because of lack of a systematic and
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automated way to include them. Further studies should try to find
a way to deal with this difficulty. As the PCT movement has cele-
brated a considerable number of conferences during these years,
including their contributions would increase in a noticeable way
the data of this study.

The general methodological approach used in this article
should be useful for the creation of a complete review all of the
RGT bibliographic productions, from its historical origin until
now. For that purpose, other retrospective sources should be used
in order to locate works from the past.
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